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foster irresponsibility amonf the elected members, who proposed measures which they knew would be vetoed, but which served the purposes of agitation; and in the meantime the year 1929 became marked in the Indian calendar as a year of destiny —the year upon which effort and agitation should be concentrated. One of the main weaknesses of the Montagu-Chelmsford scheme was in fact that it was thus marked provisional, and that all India treated it as such, and began preparing for the next move as soon as it was instituted. This prevented any gradual adaptation to circumstances in the light of experience and doomed India to advance by jumps after periods of agitation.
Gandhi's Agitation
In spite of its defects the Montagu-Chelmsford scheme helped to carry India through a difficult period of religious and political unrest. The anti-Turkish policy of the Imperial Government had given great offence to Indian Mohammedans, which was not allayed when the Secretary for India, Mr. Montagu, was compelled to resign his office for having, without the consent of the Cabinet, published a dispatch from Lord Reading in which the Government was urged to soften the terms imposed on the Turks in the Treaty of Sevres (March, 1922). The " Khalifate " movement, in sympathy with the Sultan in his supposed capacity of-" Khalif" or spiritual head of the Mohammedan peoples, grew to considerable proportions in the three years after the war, and was adroitly used by Mr. Gandhi to join up Mohammedans with his Hindus in his " civil disobedience" campaign. But Indian Moslem sympathy cooled rapidly when the Turkish Ghazi, Mustafa Kemal, threw off the Khalifate, and the Government of India soon found itself more embarrassed by the renewal of quarrels between Hindu and Mohammedan than by their combined opposition.
In the meantime Mr. Gandhi's disturbing personality caused nearly as much confusion among Indian Nationalists as perplexity to the Government. In March, 1922, he had courted arrest and imprisonment and, in his absence, a large section of his party broke away from his policy of boycotting the Assembly and Councils, and constituted themselves a regular opposition in the Assembly, using it as a platform for their agitation and
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